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8 1 Was bk of parents, 1 551 the 
Chriſtian name, and was inſtructed by 
them from my earlieſt infancy in the 
vrinciples and duties of Chriſtianity, tho' this 
in itſelf is no reaſon why I ſhould believe and 
ſubmit to it; yet I think in gratitude to them 
for their care in my education, and from the 


deference I. owe to their natural authority 8 


ver me, I am bound to examine the religion 


in which they have brought me up, that I 


may know whether it be conſiſtent with the 
truth and reaſon of things, and conſequently 
worthy my acceptation and belief. . 
1 am, indeed, abundantly perſuaded, that 


religion ought to be my own free and rational 


8 choice, and that conviction, and not human 
authority, muſt be the rule of my judgment 
oy | K 2 1 8 Con- 


. Plan Recha, 


concerning it: And as I was directed b 
parents to examine and judge for myſelf, a 
find the Chriſtian religion in particular appeal- 
ing to the reaſon and conſciences of mankind, 
I have ee e to le of; the moſt im 
tial en am capable of; and upon the 
Ace em 1 1 
I. The reaſon of my ia tells me, that 
there is a God, i. e. an eternal, all- perfect be- 
ing, the original cauſe and preſerver of all 
things, the great author of all the relations 
and dependences of things upon each other, 
the Creator, proprietor, and therefore natural 
Lord and Governor of all the reaſonable | 
creation. ' 

From hence it follow s, that all creatures 
who are capable of underſtanding their deri- 
vation from him, their dependance on him, 
and their relation to him, are indifpenſibly | 
and neceſſarily obliged to pay him thoſe ac- 
knowledgments and ſervices, which reſult 
from, and are ſuitable and proper to their re- 
ſpective circumſtances and conditions. 

And by conſequence religion, i. e. the wor- 
ſhip and ſervice of God, is the neceſſary duty 
of every reaſonable creature, and ought to be 
maintained and kept up in the world; and e- 
very man in particular is bound to make 
choice of that religion, which appears to him 

moſt conſonant to reaſon, and to carry in it 
the moſt evident marks of i its being from God, 


and 


25 
* # 


and moſt agreeable to his nature and will. 
II. As L fnd that religion is the neceſſary 
duty of every reaſonable creature, I am far- 
ther convinced of my obligation to make uſe 
of all the helps I can, to underſtand wherein 
the nature of it doth conſiſt. And upon en- 
quiry, I can think but of two ways by which 
I can come to the knowledge of it; and theſe 
ꝝare either the dictates of my own mind, and 
reaſon, or ſome informations, diſcoveries and 
revelations from God, the great object of my 
b,, ou oo et 
I be reaſon of my mind is that which ren- 
unfit in diſpoſition and behaviour, ariſing 
from the relations of things; and from hence 
I derive the notion, and infer the reality of 
moral obligation. And when I farther con- 
ſider the firſt independent mind as the author 
of theſe relations, and fitneſſes which ariſe 
from them, I am convinced that it is his will 
that I ſhould act ſuitably to them, and that I 
offend when I do not; and from hence I infer 
the certainty of religious obligation. And ſince 
this moral and religious obligation owes its 
riſe only to my reflections upon the nature of 
man, and the relations I ſtand in to God and 
other beings, this is properly natural religion, 
or the religion of nature. „ 
Nov, tho the religion of nature be prior 
to and diſtinct from revealed religion, and 
e | 0 om: 
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gives the chtheri by which we are to WY 
of the. truth of revelation; yet the ele 
of a divine revelation, to lead + men into a due 
knowledge of the the principles, „ duties, and 

advantages of religion, appears 

From that groſs ignorance of God, and 2 
ty, which ſprung from the general corruption 
and degeneracy of mankind ; which rendered 

it highly improbable that any one in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances ſhould ariſe, who ſhould be able 
to make the neceſſary diſcoveries of God and 
His perfections, and with clearneſs and ſolidi- 
ty to repreſent mens obligations i in their pro- 
per extent and compaſs; at leaſt not without 
thoſe mixtures of weakneſs and fi e 


which might occaſion the vicious and preju- 


diced to diſregard his inſtructions, and thus a- 
i bate the general ſucceſs of them. 

But if we could ſuppoſe his doctrines to be 

pure and unmixed, it is not probable, they 


\ 


would have a general or indeed any conſider- 
able influence over the ſtrong biaſs that vice 


univerſally practiſed had given to men, with- 
out the marks of a proper authority to awaken 
them to conſideration ; eſpecially as thoſe 


doctrines could not but want the motives. 


and encouragements Fee to ſuch an 
effect. 

'Tis indeed probable, that in ſuch a FROR 

tion men might be led to ſee, that by acting 


dontrar) to the reaſon and ſitneſs of things 


oy 
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9 bs 
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f being a | CHRISTIAN. 7 
they had offended the firſt and moſt perfect 
mind]; the natural conſequence of this would 
be fear of puniſhment. I his fear muſt be in- 
finite and boundleſs, as the power of God is 
_ conceived to be unlimited, and as the nature 


and duration of the puniſhment would be ab- 
ſolutely unknown. A conſideration his ghly 


_ unfayourable, to all endeavours to break off ; 


their ſinful habits, and attain to the e 
habits of virtue. 
However, if we nl ſuppoſe men by ſuch |: 
4 fear of puniſhment perſuaded to repentance, 
i. e. to ceaſe from acting contrary to the fit- 
neſs of thin gs, and to conform themſelves for 
the future to it; their former violation of this 
unalterable law of reaſon would remain, and 
can't in ſtrict ſpeaking be undone by any bet- 
ter behaviour afterwards ; and of conſequence 
| their fears of puniſhment muſt remain. 
If we ſuppoſe that mens natural notions of 
| the divine goodnels, and the forbearance that 
| God exerciſes in the courſe of his providence, 
would lead them to think it probable that re- 
pentance would ſecure them from the dread- 


. ed puniſhment; ſuch probability would in the 
nature of things be mixed with the greateſt 


8 dah 
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1 uncertainty; eſpecially becauſe upon conſide- 


ration, men, in the circumſtances we now 
ke them, would find, after all, their devia- 
tions from the law of reaſon many,. and their 


| virtue ape and cherefore there 0 OY 
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Cition between thoſe who return to virtue, and 


manner of doing it will ſtill remain dor 
and uncertain, This being wholly dependant 
on the unknown pleaſure nd ewittlorn of God. 


not determine, whether an imperfect virtue 
may not have ſuitable degrees of put 
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Kill be 8 ſuſpicions whether it be . 
ſtent with wk willow of the ſupreme gover- | 
nor, entirely to remit the Fent due to 
fach repeated offences. 

If we ſuppoſe that men might rexſoti chem 
ſelves into this firm perſuaſion and hope, that 
a return to a ſincere, tho imperfect virtue, 
would ſecure them from the deſerved evil; 
yet this will not lay a ſolid foundation to 
expect that happineſs, and thoſe marks of the 
divine favour, which might have been hoped 
for, if there had been no - deviations from the 
rule of right and fit. Here the light of nature 
zs at an entire loſs, and can never give men 
the neceſſary ee mn a this K il 
_ tide. er nee © 
If itfhould appear 
fections of the Deity 


thoſe who obſtinately continye to act contra- 
ry to the uh of tings; yet the degree and 


And of conſequence the light of nature can- 


in another ſtate ; or if the probability ſhould 


preponderate on the other fide, that God 
would reward a ſincere, tho imperfect vir- 


tue, reaſon could never aſſure us, of what 
| Nature 


* 


nature that reward ſhould be, nor how long 
d oo tg 
As every man finds himſelf liable to death, a 
reſurrection could ſcarcely be made appear by 
_— the light of nature Pr obable, much leſs a reſur- | 
rection accompanied with ſuch favourable 
alterations as the Chriſtian religion diſcovers. 
In a word, if the light of nature could aſſure 
me of a future ſtate, it could never make me 
certain that it ſhould be a ſtate of rewards, 
= ſince the virtue of this life is ſo very imper- 
fect, that the other life might prove a new 
wok fo: We Bran Sao 
=X  Butifit could go ſo far as to render it pro- 
bable, that it ſhould be a ſtate of recompence; 
yet wherein the rewards of it conſiſt, and 
XZ how long their continuance and duration ſhall 
be, it is ſo little capable of giving any diſtinct 
account of, that the greateſt and wiſeſt of 
XX men, who had no other guide but this, ap- 
7 pearto have lived and died in the greateſt un- 
cCertainties about them; a full proof that the 
ght of nature is not able to inſtruct us in 
_ = theſe important articles with any ſufficient 
- XX clearneſs and certainty. The conſequence of 
== which is, that men would want the proper 
arguments and motives to become virtuous. 
== with ſteadineſs and conſtancy, againſt all the 
L 2X difficulties and temptations of a general and 
» yy univerſal depenerncy, IO 
III. Since therefore the natural reaſon of 
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my mini ; appears thus greatly defective, and 
inſufficient, I have conſidered the other me- 


thod of diſcovering the will of God, and the 
principles and duties of religion, viz. imme- 
diate revelation from God himſelf. And as 


— 


this involves no contradiction in the nature 


of the thing, it muſt be poſſible to him, to 


whom belongs ſupreme and unlimited power. 


Shall not he that made the Eye ſee? He that 


gave.us all our dae powers, ſhall he 
not be able to converſe with us himſelf? Shall 
not the Father of Spirits, who is intimately 

preſent to every being, have an acceſs to his 
own otE-ſpring, ſo as to aſſure the mind, that 
it is he himſelf, by ſuch evidence as ſhall make 


it unreaſonable to deny, or impoſſible to doubt 
it? If men can make themſelves known, and 


diſcover their ſecret thoughts to each other, 


ſurely God can make himſelf known to men; 


elſe we muſt ſuppoſe his power more bounded 


than theirs, and that he wants a real perfe- 


ction which they are poſſeſs d of. 


And as this is poſſible, my reaſon farther 3 
tells me tis highly deſirable, the better to in- 


| ſtruct me what God is, and what I am my- 
ſelf; what I muſt do, and what I ſhall be; 
to ſave men the labour of a ſlow and tedious 

compaſs of obſervation, experience and argu- 


ment, which every one is not fit for, and 


which thoſe who are, would be glad to be aſ- 


ſiſted in; to free me from the uncertainties | 


and 


for being a CHRISTTAN II 
and fears of my mind, that ariſe from the 
conſciouſneſs of guilt, the ſenſe of my being 
accountable, and the apprehenſions I have 
of a future ſtate; to regulate my conduct, 
and guide me with fafety in the midſt of pre- 
vailing ignorance and darkneſs, the miſtakes 

and corruptions of mankind, the ſnares of 

bad examples, and the numerous temptations 


to folly and vice; to eſtabliſh my hopes, by 


fixing the rule of worſhip, ſettling the condi- 


tions of pardon, aſſuring me of neceſſary aſ- 


ſiſtance, and promiſing ſuch rewards as are 


proper to ſupport me under all the difficulties 
of m 


* 


reſent duty. Theſe things the world 
by 7 knew not; they were vain and mi- 
{taken in their imagination, and their fooliſh 
heart was darken'd. „ 
And as ſuch a revelation is both poſſible 


i * 


and deſirable, the probability that there hath 


been one may be fairly argued, from the uni- 
verſal ignorance and corruption that hath o- 
verſpread the world, the characters of God 
as Father and Governor of mankind, the ac- 


knowledged goodneſs and equity of his na- 


ture, the ſudden and aſtoniſhing reformation 
that hath once been in the world, the nume- 
rous pretences that have been made to revela- 
tion in all ages and nations; which ſeem to 
argue the general conſent of mankind, as to 
the expediency and reality of it, and its ne- 
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3 to give religion its proper certainty, 
authority, and force. . 
If then there be any religion i in the world 
that fairly makes out its title to be a revela- 
tion from God, by ſuch internal characters 
belongin g to it, and ſuch external proofs at- 
tending it, which are fit and proper in them- 
ſelves to convince a reaſonable and impartial 
enquirer, and may be juſtly expected in a 
matter of ſuch importance; I am bound to 
acknowledge and ſubmit to ſuch a. religion, 
and to receive it under the honourable cha- 
racer of a divine revelation. And as the 
Chriſtian religion makes its pretenſions to 
ſuch a character and authority, [ have endea- 
voured fairly to examine the proofs and evi- 
_ dence that attend it, as they are contained in 
thoſe books which are known by the name of 
the New Teſtament, to which Chriſtians ap- 
peal, as to the infallible rule of their faith and 
Practice, and the ſole judge of all controver- 
Hes in their religion. And upon the moſt un- 
prejudiced enquiry, I find. 
IV. That there is the higheſt reaſon to be- 
eve, that theſe books are authentick and ge- 
nuine, there being the ſame, or rather great- 
er proofs of their being written by the perſons 
whoſe names they bear, and to whom they 
are aſcribed, than any other antient books 
have, tho' of the cleareſt credit, and moſt un- 
e authority. This is ſupported 


by 


"71 


8 8 


by the teſtimony of many writers, who either 
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were the Conremporaries of the authors of the 
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ately after them; - " who "Among of cop quote gh 
—— tothem, both amongſt Chriſtians them- 
ſelves, who tranſcribe many parts of them in 


their works, and amongſt thè Jews and Hea- 


theus, who expreſly mention them as the au 
thors of the books aſcribed to them, tho they 
5 the greateſt averſion to the Chriſtian religh 
n, their intereſt. obliged them to diſ 1 it, 
— they had all the opportunity and power in 
their hands to do it. So that here there is an 
univerſal agreement, without any chntrary 
claim, or pretenſion to other authors. 
That the accounts they have given us in 
theſe writings are genuine and true, I argue 
from the characters and- circumſtances of the 


writers themſelves, They were perſons of un- 


doubted 1 integrity, as APPEArs by thei INNOCENCE 
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ſtrict obli gations they were under to truth by 


the principles of their own religion, their in- 
FX culcating truth and ſincerity upon others by 


the nobleſt motives, their having no worldly 
intereſt to biaſs them, and their chearfully 


= ſealing the teſtimony they gave by their blood 
„ 


They had the moſt certain knowledge of 


che gw of which they wrote, which were 
= either ines that they received immediate- 


„ 


= 4 ly m Chriſt himſelf, or the inf W of 
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his Spirity | or facts, done in their own times, 


and of which they were either eye-witneſſes, 


or principal agents, and which have been 
preſerved by publick memorials and ſolemn 
rites, that have Seine in all _ of the 


Chriſtian church. 


Their ena en, capacities, and circum- 
endes of life, rendered it impoſſible for them 
to invent ſo rational, conſiſtent and grand a 


Scheme as the Chriſtian religion contains; 
they wrote at divers times and places, upon 


different occaſions, ſudden emergencies, and 


important controverſies, which prevented a- 


ny reaſonable ſuſpi Pacigns- of combination or 
united fraud. 


The ſeveral accounts they give of the peo- 
ple, and affairs of the time in which, ac- 
cording to their own relation, the things 


they report, happen d, entirely agree with 
other writers of undoubted authority; which 
is a very ſtrong preſumption of their being 


authentick and agreeable to truth. 
That theſe wntings are ſtill the ſame, with- 


out any material alterations, is evident from 
the great value and credit they have been al- 
ways in amongſt Chriſtians, who ever e- 
ſteemed them as the rule of their faith and 
life, and the ground of their comfort and 


hope; from their being publickly read in the 
Chriſtian churches, as à part of their ſolemn 


ee their being 9 tranſlated from 
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authentick copies, which long continued in 
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the Chriſtian church, into moſt of the known 
languages of the world, and the harmony 
and agreement of ſuch tranſlations; from the 
= quotations made from them, {till remaining 
in antient writers; from the conſtant appeals 
made to them by the various ſects, that ap- 


peared amongſt Chriſtians, in all matters con- 


troverted by them; for which reaſon they 
could not be corrupted in any material points, 
either by common conſent, or by any parti- 
cular parties amongſt themſelves. So that 
they have no marks of fraud and impoſture 
upon them, but are attended with everx 
character of their being genuine and pure; 
and have been handed down in the main 
without any adulteration or mixture, thro 
many ſucceſſions of ages, notwithſtanding 


the violence of perſecution, the ſtrict ſearch 


Ben SS. at Enos de ere 


and enquiry into them, the errors and cor- 


ruptions that have been introduced into the 
=X church, the intereſt of crafty, ſuperſtitious, 
and deſigning men to add to, or take from 
them, and the endeavours of tyrants utterly 
to deſtroy them, by their own intrinſick ex- 


| 
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Cellency and evidence, and the ſpecial pro- 


tection and care of providence. 1 
Dp pon theſe conſiderations, I am abundant- 
ly convinced, that the books of the New Te- 
ſtament have all the evidence which any an- 
tient writings have, or can have, of their be- 
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ing een and genuine; and that there” 
fore tis unreaſonable to call this matter into 


queſtion, when ſo many other writings are 


univerſally owned upon muchleſs evidence ; 


no man of common ſenſe pretending to doubt 


of the genuineneſs and truth of them. And 


therefore, whatſoever account theſe writings 


give of the nature of the Chriſtian religion, I 
am bound to receive as the true account, 


- examine its authority by thoſe facts, which 


1 2 as the proper evidence and proof 
t. Now as 1 ſhould naturally expect to 


oy in a revelation that is really from God, 


ſuitable and worthy accounts of his Perfect 


ons and attributes; ſo, 


V. I farther find, to my great ſatisfaction, 
that the things ſpoken of God in the Chriſti- 


an revelation, are ſuitable to thoſe notions of 
him, which I can prove the truth of, by the 

_ _ reaſon of my own mind, and which have 
been entertained by the wifeſt and beſt of men 


in all ages and nations of the world. The 


light of nature can firmly demonſtrate, and 


the moſt thoughtful and learned heathens 
have agreed in, the neceſſity of God's exi- 


ſtence, the abſolute perfection of his nature, 
his immenſity and abſolute uncha „ N , 
his comprehenſive knowledge, his infinite 


wiſdom, and his almighty power; the recti- 


tude of his nature, his boundleſs and exten- 
{ive * and his 1 impartial 


uity and 
he Babe 
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= juſtice; his being the Creator of the world; 
his being the ſupreme Lord and Governour of 
XK univerſal nature, and the Father and Friend 
of mankind ; his being a Lover of virtue, and 
determined finally to accept and reward it. 
No the records ofthe Chriſtian revelation. 
are ſo far from containing any thing contrary 
to theſe apprehenſions, that they confirm, en- 


e 
5 


= large and enforce them. They ſpeak of his 
== neceſlary exiſtence in a noble and compre- 
henſive way. They deſcribe him as filling 
all things, and as without the leaſt variable- 
= neſs or ſhadow of turning. As the King immor- 
tal, inuiſible, and eternal. As having life in 
hbimſelf. As the ſearcher of the heart, and 
knowing all things. As God only, i. e. ſu- 
premely infinitely wiſe. As irreſiſtable in 
power. -- As abſolutely holy. As rich in good- 
gneſs. Asjuſt in his procedure. As the Cre- 
Jator of the worlds viſible and inviſible. As 
== upholding all things by the word of his power. 
As the obſerver of mens actions, a lover of 
d their virtue, and ready to aſſiſt them in it and 
reward it. It gives the nobleſt repreſentations 
of his claims of worſhip and obedience from 
all his reaſonable creatures, of his peculiar 
$; love to mankind, and his eſpecial favour to 
all the virtuous and good. It deſcribes him 
co our minds as ſeated on his throne of grace, 
nas ſending a perſon of the higheſt character, to 
xd lead men, by his example and inſtructions, to 
—_ YT ß . -- - oWw.. 


©2803 00M 
. n 


9 , 
CC eee ˙ A ˙ i a a 


5 * LEI ee — 


3 — 
—— . 


a, ——— — —— —ͤ— 


rr = Com, rote > 
2K» 


7 m ˙ . ⁰ w 1 IIS "He mn 


13 Pain 


— 


knowledge and piety, to peace of conſcience 
and eternal happineſs. As diſpenſing by him 
pardon to the penitent, comfort to the affli- 


cted, hope to the miſerable, and life to ſih- 
ners under the condemnation of fin and death. 


As having appointed a day for univerſal judg- 


ment, as judging all in righteouſneſs according 


to their deeds, and the advantages they enjoy, 


as the final puniſher of the impenitently wic- 


ked, and as the everlaſting portion and re- 


ward of all, who by a patient continuance in 


we ll-dbing, ſeek after glory, honour, and immor- 
 tality. Theſe repreſentations of God my mind 
and reaſon highly approve of, and when 1 


read them in the Chriſtian records, they a- 
waken my admiration, fill my ſoul with the 


_ warmeſt love, and excite within, me a be- 
coming reverence and godly fear. 


VI. As the Chriſtian religion gives the no- 


bleſt repreſentations of the attributes of God, 


J farther find that it requires the moſt rational 


and excellent worſhip of him; the worſhippers 


whom the Father declares he nov ſeeks, being 
ſuch only as worſhip him in. ſpirit and in truth. 


The rule of the goſpel extends only to decen- 


cy and order, but contains no directions about 
external pomp and pageantry. The method 
of worſhip it preſcribes is not ſo much by po- 


ſitive rites and ceremonies, that have no in- 
trinſick worth and excellency in them; as by 
a ſteady belief and worthy apprehenſions of 


o OY | 1 ; hs 


Fir being a CHRISTIAN. 1g 
his perfections and providence, by fervent 
love, by reverence and godly fear, by hope 
in his mercy, by ſubmiſſion to his will, by 
"the facrifice of a broken and contrite heart, 
by gratitude, adoration, and praiſe, and by 
fervent humble fupplication and prayer. In 


dy it, they are but few, and theſe not bur- 
thenſome in their obſervance, not pompous 
and coftly, not tending to and encouraging of 
ſuperſtition; but plain and ſignificant, deſigned. 
either to repreſent the peculiar purity of the 
Chriſtian profeſſion, when men take it on 
them, or as memorials to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of thoſe important facts, upon 
he certainty and knowledge of which the au- 
Fhority and efficacy of Chriſtianity doth en- 
tirely depend: and at the ſame time ſuited in 


every part of them to promote the purpoſes of 
4 piety, and univerſal fervent charity; appoint- 
ed as obligations upon men to be more care- 
ful and exemplary in their behaviour, and to 


Abound in all the virtues of a good life; and 
go aſſure them on the part of God, that if 
y they act agreeable to their obligations and 
of profeſſion as Chriſtians, they ſhall be made 

F | par- 
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e of the moſt valuable and durable 


bleſſings in his everlaſting kingdom and glory. 
And tho' thele inſtitutions are ſupported by 


the authority of an expreſs command, yet in 
order to prevent all poſſible abuſe of them, 


the Chriſtian religion farther expreſly declares, 
that whatever claims men may hereafter make 


to the rewards of. a better world, from their 


having worn the name of Chriſt, or enjoyed 


the external privileges of his religion, they ſhall 


not be accepted upon this foundation; but 
that they themſelves ſhall be rejected, if they 


are found workers of iniquity; and that none 


but ſuch as fear God and work righteouſneſs, 


ſhall receive the recompence of righteouſneſ 8 


and glory. 
And therefore I am pleaſed farther to ob- 


ſerve, that as the Chriſtian religion places the 


worſhip of God in the exerciſe of ſuitable at- 
fections, and in the regular piety and virtue 


of a good life, it farther lays down and incul- 


cCates ſuch rules and precepts of ſubſtantial ho- 
 linefs, as are reaſonable in themſelves, perfect in 
their kind, and well approved of by my judg- 


ment andtenſeience. Such which J find are in 


their nature, conducive to promote the health, 
the honour, the reputation, the uſefulneſs, the 
worldly proſperity, the peace and ſatisfaction 


of every individual perſon living and dying; 
ſuch which are ſuited to the particular ſtati- 
ons, characters, and ccni net of men in 


life; 


5 — 
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life; and which are therefore calculated to pro- 
mote the ends of civil government, and the 
peace and welfare of civil ſociety; enjoining 
all to cultivate and maintain the moſt fervent 
charity and love, to be merciful in diſpoſi- 
tion and practice, to follow the things that 
make for peace, not to receive men to doubt- 
ful diſputations, not to cenſure or judge one 
another upon account of differences in opi- 
nions, but that ſuch as are ſtrong ſhould bear 
with the weak, and all endeavour to main- 
tain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace; doing good for evil, loving and pray- 
ing for our enemies, and chearfully forgiving 
offences and injuries againſt us. So that how—- 
ever Chriſtianity may have been abuſed by 
ſome, to ſupport a ſecular intereſt, I am a- 
bundantly convinced *tis not from any ten- 
dency of its precepts to diſturb the order of 
civil government, or alter the conſtitution and 
form of it amongſt any nations of the world ; 
the great view of it being to engage men to 
govern their paſſions, to be of the moſt juſt, 
generous and friendly diſpoſitions to others, 
to diſcharge the duties of their reſpective ſta- 
tions, either employing themſelves in honeſt 
labours, or publick ſervices; magiſtrates rul- 
ing diligently as miniſters of God for good, 
and ſubjects living quiet lives in all godlineſs 
and honeſty. SO e „ 


VII. As the worſhip which the Chriſtian 
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religion enjoins is thus worthy of God, and all 
its precepts for the conduct of life thus ratio- 


nal and perfect; ſo I farther find the motives 
it propoſes are weighty and ſufficient, if duly 
conſidered and attended to, to determine men 


in the choice of that courſe which it recom- 


mends, all of them worthy the perfections of 
the bleſſed God, and ſuited to the circum- 


ſtances of his degenerate, offending, and guil- 


The aſſurance of pardon through the blood 


of Chriſt, and of the aſſiſtance of his good 


Spirit under all the difficulties of our preſent 
duty, are exceedingly favourable, and carry 

in them the nobleſt encouragement to obno- 
xious and difabled ſinners, when they enter- 


tain the thoughts of returning to God their 


ſovereign and happineſs; and indeed abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to reconcile them to, and ren- 
der them ſucceſsful in ſuch an attempt. For 


what heart can any one have to begin the 


difficult work of breaking off his ſins, and to 
enter upon a life of holineſs; or what pro- 
| ſpect of ſucceſs, but under the comfortable 
_ aſſurance that his paſt offences ſhall be for- 
given, and that he ſhall receive all neceſſary 


aſſiſtances from God for the future, in ſtrug- 


gling with the difficulties that attend the pra- 
J..... fo nl 
The interceſſion of ſo compaſſionate and 
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3s for being a CH RIST TAN. 23 
s repreſented to be, is a very firm ground of 
XZ ſupport, and inſpires conſiderate minds with 
a chearful hope of having their perſons and 
* ſervices accepted, and of receiving all the n 
= ceſlary ſupports and bleſſings of life, whatever 
= oppoſition they may meet with from the ene- 
mies of true religion, and even tho' they ſhould 
be expoſed to the ſevereſtiperſecutions upon 


"TVS 
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account of their adherence to it. 

I' Ie proſpect and full aſſurance of his com- 
ing to raiſe the dead, and judge the world, and 
give eternal life, to reward his faithful follow- 4 
ers with everlaſting happineſs, and to puniſh 
the wicked with an everlaſting deſtruction, is 
an argument abundantly ſufficient to perſuade 

men immediately to enter upon the ways of 

= holineſs and virtue, and to engage them to 
perſevere in them with chearfulneſs to the laſt. 
- = Eſpecially conſidering, that good men are 

= aſſured that all the inconveniencies of life ſhall 

be made tolerable and uſeful to them, and 
death, the dread of nature, ſhall be their in- 
troduction into reſt, and the commencement bw 
of their felicity. In a word, the goſpel ſets 1 
before men every conſideration to encourage = 


virtue, and deter from vice, and gives them 
particularly ſuch aſſurances of retributions 

nn the other world, as that no ſtronger no- 

tives whatſoever can be deſired or needed to "a 
make them wiſe, and good, and happy; if 4 
VF © they 
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they will but ſuffer them to have their proper 
and natural influence upon their minds. 


* pe — — 1 8 2 
- n 9 * * A 8 P "ws. 72 —— — Fin Py a —_ 4 - , — — 
5 8 r "IO * S < . Y 2 a 8 2 * : 
> — 5 9 . G . 2 ” 2 g — —̃ 1 * <> 2 — 
— . Gen a N 2 — = — > _ „ ee. PO”. N EE & 
Ew f A LEP ures ti” CASE; 
7p ors 3 4 8 — Fw. 1 r - * 
m 
—_— 


ä 
eee 


14 
»] 
T: 
z 
$4 
17 
** * 
8 * 
1 
T4 
1 t 4 
{$8 
1 
* 
8 
7 t, x 
a 
„ 
* 
"Fo 
. 
© 5 
* 
A 
| 
1 
2% 
+ 


= N — 
S arte oo IS” 


Wy 
* * 
. 


. * 3 
— — ̃ —— ́ . ͥ — 
——— MG 7409 1 BO AT 


VIII. As the goſpel-precepts of religion 


and virtue, and the motives ſet before men to 
engage them tothe love and practice of it, are 
worthy of God, and ſuitable to their circum- 
ſtances and deſires; ſo the peculiar doctrines 
of Chriſtianity relating to Jeſus Chriſt, the 
great author and diſpenſer of it, are ſuch as 
demand the higheſt regard; ſuch as no founder 
of any other religion could ever pretend to, 
and yet ſuch as are entirely conſiſtent with the 
principles of natural religion, and all the cer- 
tain diſcoveries of reaſon; ſuch as are ſublime 
and grand in themſelves, uniform and conſi- 
ſtent with each other, plain and intelligible 
in the main and eſſential points; and ſuch as 


add great ſtrengthand force to natural religion, 
as they have an entire and abſolute tendenc * 


to promote godlineſs and virtue. 


Thus tis declared of him, that he was bes 
fore the formation of the world, the word 


that was with God, and God, the brightneſs 


of his. Father's glory, and the expreſs i image of 


his perſon, that the Father by him created all 
things, that by him all things conſiſt; that he 
came down from a ſtate of heavenly glory to 


be made fleſh, and dwell amongſt us; that he 


came from the very boſom of his F ather, and 


had that perfect and complete knowledge of 


his Father's will, that no other meſſenger from 


him 
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51 r being a CHRISTIAN. 23 
him ever had, or could have; that to enable 
him the better to reveal it to mankind, he had 
a body miraculouſly prepared for him, which 
= was conceived, and born without ſin, but in 
all ſinleſs infirmities like unto his Brethren, in 
the preſent ſuffering, afflicted ſtate of the hu- 
= man nature; that in this body he choſe ſuch 
a condition of life, as gave him an opportu- 
= nity of converſing moſt familiarly with all forts 
= of perſons, became an example of the moſt 
perfect purity and goodneſs, by his own low- - 
lineſs and meekneſs diſgracing the pride and 
paſſions of the world, and teaching men to 
place all real excellency and greatneſs, in ho- 
nouring the great God and Father of all, and 
doing good to their fellow- creatures, even to 
the worſt and meaneſt of man kind. 
That ſo much greatneſs ſhould condefcend 
to put on ſuch a veil, and fo glorious a being 
give ſuch amazing proofs of goodneſs, is be- 
Fond all parallel. It is indeed peculiar to the 
Character of Jeſus Chriſt, to be poſleſs'd of 
the glories of the Deity, and yet to ſtoop to 
the lowelt ſtate of human nature; to be Lord 
of lords, and yet the meekeſt humbleſt man, 
that ever dwelt on earth; to appear amongſt 
men under the form of a ſervant, and to be 
made of no reputation, and yet at the ſame 
time to be honoured by a voice from heaven, 
dleclaring, This is my beloved Son, in whom I. 
ven well pleaſed. ee e EVE 
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However, notwithſtanding this amazin 
condeſcenſion, great humility, and meanne 
of outward form, he is repreſented as aſſum- 
ing an authority worthy the Son of God; an 
authority and right to ſettle the terms of men's 
acceptance with God, according as he had 
received power from his Father; an authori- 
ty to forgive ſins on earth, ſo as that they 
ſhould be forgiven in heaven, and ſo to re- 

tain fins, as that they ſhould remain unpar- XZ 
donable in a future ſtate; an authority and 
power to ſend the Spirit of his Father, and 
conſtitute him the prime miniſter of his king- 2 
dom amongſt men ; thatby his extraordinary 
and miraculous gifts he might confirm the 
goſpel, and make it ſucceſsful upon its firſt 
publication; and afterwards in every age, 

continually accompany it with fuch imprel- 
ſions on the hearts of men, as ih the efficacy | 
and deſign of them, ſhould correſpond to hole I 
more extraordinary gifts, which were poured 2 
out on Chriſtians in common at their firſt em- 
bracing the goſpel: and finally, an authority 
to raiſe the dead, and judge them when re- 
ſtored to life; to ſend all the workers of ini- 
quity into everlaſting puniſhent, and to re- 
| wardall who ſincerely believe in him and o- 
bey him, with eternal happineſs. _ 3 

But notwithſtanding theſe high pretenſions, # 
*tis farther declared of him; that he died the 5 
a ignominious and accurſed death of the 1 5 E 

. | that 


"i Hens a CHRISTIAN. i 7 
that he died a ſacrifice for the ſins of the 


world, that by his death he drew all men to 
1 himſelf, and brought to paſs that great myſte- 
BS ry of calling i in the Gentiles, taking away the 
3 difference between them and'the Jews, mak- 


ing them one houſhold and family; thus found- 
ing his kingdom upon his own blood, and 


not on the blood of his enemies and oppoſers 


But tho' he died to anſwer theſe ends, yet 


the ſame records teſtify, that inf pite of all the 


= malice and oppoſition of his enemies, he roſe 
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again the third day, effectually to remove the 
= offence and ſcandal of his own croſs, and to 


give an exemplary and ſure proof of the re- 
ſurrection of others by his power, at the end 
of the world: That after his reſurrection he 
abode forty days on earth, to ſettle the affairs 
of his kingdom with bis diſciples, command- 
ing them to preach his goſpel, ſending them 
forth in ſuch a ſtyle of majeſty, as could ne- 


ver be equall' d by any earthly monarch, or 
author of any other revelation: All power is 


given me in heaven and in earth; and aſſuring 


them that the terms upon which they ſhould 


declare men acquitted or condemned, par- 
takers of eternal life or death, under the in- 


Hfallible conduct of his Spirit, ſhould be rati- 


fied and confirmed in heaven: in this ſenſe in- 


truſting them with, not only the erection and 
| ordering his kingdom upon earth, but alſq | 


with che keys of heaven and hell. 
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After this commiſſion granted to TP a- 


any: tis declared of him, that in their pre- 


nce he aſcended into the heavens, a cloud 
receiving him out of their ſight, leading capti- 


vity captive, triumphing over thoſe powers 
of darkneſs, whoſe works he came into the 


world to deſtroy, ſpoiling thoſe principali- 
ties and powers, thoſe ſpiritual wickedneſſes 


in high places; that he was ſeated on his Fa- 
ther's right-hand, angels being made ſubject to 
him, and the god of this world, the ſpirit 


. that works in the children of diſobedience, be- 
ing put under his feet, and reſerved by him to 
be finally bruiſed at the judgment of the out 


day. 

And laſtly, the ſame records that give'an 
account of his inveſtiture with this high dig- 
nity and office, do with great conſiſtency and 


[ 


- propriety declare, that the Father hath com- 1 


mitted all judgment to him, that all ſhall ap- 


bar ear before his judgment-ſeat ; that when he $ 
ll come to execute this important truſt, ne 


ſhall appear in his own glory, and in his ori- 
ginal form of God, all the holy angels at- 


tending him, and ſolemnly waiting round his 
tribunal. That then he ſhall be ſeated on the 


throne of his glory, that all nations ſhall be 


gathered before him, that he ſhall ſeparate 

them one from another on his right-hand, and 
on his left, paſs ſentence on them, and there- 
; by determine their chere g ſtate; that the 


wicked 
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wicked ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſh- 
ment, and the 8 be adjudged to life 
| eternal; that he ſhall preſent them blameleſs 
before his Father's glory, and that as the con- 
dcluſion of all, he himſelf ſhall lay down all 
bog and all authority and power, deliver up _ 
x the kingdom to God even the Father, be- 
come ſubj ect unto him who put all things un- 
| der him, To God may be all in all. 
A ſcheme ſo ſublime and grand, ſo conſi- 
| ene with the prerogatives of the great God, 
| ſuitable to the high dignity and infinite me- 
rits of the Son of God. ſo calculated to a- 
Lakes men to virtue and piety, carries in it 
all the characters of probability and truth, 
and highly deſerves the moſt attentive conſis 
{1 q <cration and regard. 
IX. As theſe peculiar doctrines of Chriſti- 
| anity carry their own recommendation along 
with them, and appear worthy to be received 
| for their intrinſick excellency, ſo they come 
to us attended with many clear and convinc- | 
| ing demonſtrations, that it is the will of God 
we ſhould regard them as truths coming from 
I him, and as revealed to us by his f. — or- 
Y : der and appointment, for our recovery, im- 


Provement and perfection. 
lieſus of Nazareth, the perſon from whom 
2 © theſe doctrines receive their general name, 
and are called Chriſtian, was called the Chriſt, 
| becauſe he made ie pretenfions to a divine 8 3 
On, 
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5 30 Plain Reaſons PERS! | | 
ſion, and always thought and ſpoke of himſelf 


pliſhment of ſeveral things which 


might produce of his prete 


* x. 


o \ a 


as anointed and impowered by God to make 
theſe diſcoveries of his will to men, declaring 
himſelf the Son of God, and that perſon whom 
the Jews, with whom he lived and converſed, 


had been all along train d up and taught to 
look for. And of the truth of theſe pretenſions 


he gave ſufficient evidence to every unpreju- 


diced and attentive obſerver. 


It was very wiſely ordered, that juſt before 
his appearance in the world, there ſhould a- 


riſe one who ſhould prepare men for his com. 


ing, and give notice of his approach. This 
John the Baptiſt did, preaching in the ſpirit and 
power of Elias, and ſaying, Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord; and tho' he did no miracle, yet by 
his virtuous and ſtrict deportment, his ſelf- de- 


nial, his pathetick exhortations, his bold and 


impartial admonitions and reproofs, he ob- 


tained the character of a great prophet. This 
man bare witneſs concerning jeſus, and the 
things he ſaid of him could not but attract the 


eyes of men towards him, and raiſe great ex- 
pectations from him; and the gradual accom- 
John had 
foretold of him was at leaſt ſome evidence that 
Jeſus was a very extraordinary perſon, and 


was ſuited to keep every honeſt and imparti- 


al mind open to any pro <-gr that Jeſus 
aons and miſſion 


from God, 


And 
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for being a CHRISTIAN, 3r 
And of theſe he gave many during his life 


"2 14 ns miniſtry that were beyond all reafangbls 
exception. He wrou ght many great miracles, 
i. e. did many things evidently and confeſſed- | 


ly above all human power and {kill to effect. 


He healed the ſick, and cured all manner of 
diſeaſes, ſuch as by all the art and efficacy of 


medicine had been found incurable; 3 


rate palſies and lunacies. He opened the ears 


of the deaf, looſed the tongues of the dumb, 


made the ne to walk, rendred the makings I 


perfect, opened the eyes of thoſe that had been 
born blind, and raiſed the dead. "Theſe ama- 


== zing works he performed in an inſtant, even 


by the ſpeaking of a word, in the cities and 


= towns of the country where he lived, in places 


of the moſt publick reſort, before multitudes 
of his enemies as well as friends, and at ſuch 
== ſeaſons, and at ſuch particular places, on the 
i ſabbath, and in the {ynagogues, as he well 


knew would occaſion the moſt critical and 
narrow enquiry into all the circumſtances of 


the facts. All theſe things he performed with- 


out any oſtentation or vain-glory. In all his 
moſt publick miracles there was always ſome 
circumſtance or other, which plainly ſhewed 
that they were intended for the conviction of 
thoſe who ſaw them, and not to gain applauſe 
to himſelf. 

But beſides theſe extracrdinary works, he 
anſ wered all thoſe hammer which the pro- 


phets 
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C!!! © Te 
phets of former ages had given of the Meſſiah. 
As he was promifed under the character of a 
prophet hike unto Moſes, but whoſe office was 
to be more general and extenſive than that 
of Moſes, as one who was to be a light to ligh- 
ten the Gentiles, as well as the glory of his peo- 
ple Urael; he accorduwfply came furniſhed and 
commiſſioned to inſtruct all mankind, Jew and 
Gentile, in every important truth, that they | 
- were concerned to know, in order to their ob- 
taining the divine acceptance, and the happi- 
neſs of a future ſtate; commanding all nations 
to be diſcipled, taught and proſelyted, that all 
men might come to the knowledge of the truth, 
A. s he was foretold under the character of a 
king, as the Son of Man, to whom ſhould be | 
given a kingdom, dominion, and power ; fo Jeſus | 
came aſſerting his right to a kingdom, ſetting 
up the kingdom of God amongſt men, and 
claiming and exerciſing a rightful authority o- 
ver their hearts and conſcience. 
As he was deſcribed under the character of 
a prieſt, who was to make his ſoul an offering 
for ſm; ſo he is declared to be an high prieſt o- 
ver the houſe of God, to have put away fin by 
the ſacrifice of himſelf, and to be able to ſave, to 
 the-uttermoſt, all that come unto God by him, be- 
cauſe he lives to make interceſſion for them. 
le appeared juſt at that time when a per- 
1 ſon of ſuch a character was generally and rea- 
00 „ ſonably 
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ts fonably expected; juſt as the ſcepter was de- 
= parting from Judah, and at the period fixed and 
determined by the prophecy of Daniel. 


He came of the nation, tribe, and particu- 


ur family, from which it was propheſied he 


W ſhould deſcend, being of the ſeed of Abraham, 


. 


WT the tribe of Judah, and houſe of David; and 
= by a wonderful interpoſition of Providence 
born at Bethlehem, the place from whence was 
to come forth he who was to be Ruler in Iſrael. _ 
When he appeared and converſed amongſt . 
men, his diſpoſition and behaviour were ſuit- 
dd both tothe character he ſuſtained,and to the 
== prophecies that had been given out concerning 
him. He was meek and lowly in heart, holy 
and without blame, ſo that his moſt inveterate 
Y w_ maliciousenenues could not convince him 
+ . 


lis circumſtances in life were exactly ſuch 


as they were foretold they ſhould be. He was 
deſpiſed and rejected, a man of ſorrows, and ac- 
= quainted with grief. He lived in want of many 
of the conveniencies, and ſometimes of the ve- 
ry neceſſaries of life, and was ſubject to re- 
& proach, and the moſt ungrateful and inhuman 
== uſage. At laſt he was led as a lamb to the ſlaugh- 
ier, ſuffered death as a malefactor, and was 
cut off for the tranſgreſſions of the people. All 
this he endured without murmuring, com- 
= plaining, reviling again, or threatning. His e- 
& nemies and accuſers, = Judges, executioners 


ners 
and 


. Plain . Reaſons 


and * bis friends and relations, and A 
numberleſs multitude of curious and inquiſi- 
tive ſpectators judged, ſaw, and knew im to 
| be dead. He was. taken from the croſs, buried 
in his ſepulchre, and yet roſe again from the 
dead, and by this reſurrection he was declared 
to be the Son of God with power, beyond all poſ 
ſible contradidtion. 
During his life and miniſtry he had often 
gh 2 this great event as what ſhould cer- 


ftainly come to paſs, reſting and laying the 


ſtreſs of his pretenſions upon it; ſometimes in 
plain words, at other times in fi ative ex- 
preſſions, declaring how long he ſhould conti- 
nue in the grave, and in the Rate of the dead, 

viz. three days and three nights, i. e. part of 5 
three days and three nights. Accordingly on 
the third day he roſe, andſhew'd himſelf alive 


to his diſciples, whom he had choſen to be his 
| ſtated companions, with this particular view, 
that they might be qualify'd to teſtify the moſt If 

remarkable acts which occurred in his life, 


and that they might be pro ber and unexcepti- 


onable witneſſes of his re 
dead, 3 
A: as they have unavimonſly declared this 5 
to the world, there is no juſt reaſon to object 
to their teſtimony. For in aſſerting this, they 
aſſert what they ſo knew themſelyes as that 
they could not bedeceived in. They knew the 
; perſon, features, manner and ſpeech of They | ? 
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urrection from the 
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| They were allowed to handle him, that they 


might be ſure they were not impoſed on by an 


Ca TIP 
r * r 


airy phantaſm, and deluſive appearance on- 


ly. They had free and familiar converſe with 


im, and that repeatedly in the ſpace of forty 
days. He diſcourſed to them largely on ſub- 
WE jects, of which he had before his death given 


them more general hints, and renewed the 


great promiſe he had made them in his former 


life, of pouring out his Spirit on them, with 


this additional circumſtance, that it ſhould be 


made good to them not many days from the 


time of his ſpeakingto tlemn. 
\ _ Upon theſe accounts it can't be ſuppoſed 


that theſe witneſſes could be deceived them- 
ſelves in what they relate, nor is there any rea- 
ſon to think that they attempted to deceive o- 
thers, by bearing witneſs to the truth of a 
known impoſture. For as to what appears, 
they were perſons of honeſt minds, not 

crafty, covetous, ambitious ,and deſigning: 
they had no temptation to invent ſuch a ſtory, 


or publiſh it if they had not known it to be 


true. They had no pro po of gain or world- 
Iy grandeur, however ſucceſsful they might 


prove in propagating the ſtory. The doctrine 
they taught enjoins the ſtricteſt regard to ve- 
racity, and the greateſt abhorrence of fraud 
and guile, under the moſt ſolemn and awful 
ſanctions. Their teſtimony was uniform and 
conſiſtent in all the parts of it. If the ſtory had 
) been 
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been forged, thoſe who. oppoſes and endea- 
voured to ſtifſe it, might eaſily have detected 


the forgery; the ſureſt, neareſt, and plaineſt 


way to expoſe the authors, abettors, and be- 


lie vers of it, and to prevent its ſpreading in 

the world. But inſtead of this, they loaded 

the witneſſes with hardſhips of every kind. 
Reproach, ſhame, poverty, bonds, impriſon- 
ments, ſcourgings, G. were the arguments 


made uſe of by their enemies to ſtop their 


mouths. Nothing of this kind ſilenced them, or 
made any one of them to retract. They chear- 
fully under went the ſevereſt perſecutions, and 
ſubmitted to death itſelf, rather than they 
would deny or conceal what they knew to be 
a truth of the laſt importance to mankind. 
In ſhort, a teſtimony ſo circumſtanced as 
this is, in any other caſe, never did, nor ever 
can be diſputed or disbelieved, but in any 
age and place would, and in any time or coun- 
try ſtill will meet with a general credit and 
reception from all reaſonable and fair men, 
without any cavil, heſitation or demur. 
As Jeſus Chriſt did in his life-time, and af- 
ter his reſurrection, promiſe his diſciples; that 
they ſhould receive his Spirit, or power from 
on high, he accordingly pour'd it down up- 
on them, in all its extraordinary and miracu- | 
lous gifts, and thereby manifeſtly proved his 
aaſcenſion to the right hand of power and glory. 
* _ Beſides this, the divine miſſion and autho- 


rity 


F. bing a CHRISTIAN. 37 
ty of Jeſus Chriſt is farther eſtabliſned b by 


4 þ . actual and exact accompliſhment of thoſe 
important events, which he expreſly , and 
1 oy foretold many ve before they came 


1 2 | to 4 
1 He publickly declared ts multitudes 
== that 74 him as well as his own diſciples, 


that the city of Jeruſalem, and its glory the 
temple, ſhould in a few years be utterly laid 


£ | 3 waſte and deſtroyed, and that the goſpel which 


was at firſt offered to the Jews and rejected 


= . | by them, ſhould be taken away from amongſt | 
them, and be tendered to the Gentiles; and 


that perſons of all nations and languages under 
heaven ſhould receive and become proſelytes 
to his religion; and that the gates of hell 
ſhould not prevail againſt his church, but 
that he would be with it to the end of the 
world... 
2 Theſe remarkable events, tho at 7x8 time 

when he foretold them they were far from 
being probable, tho' there appeared no ſigns or 
= tokens that ſhould lead to ſucha conjecture, did = 
= nevertheleſs come to paſs exactly according to 
his prediction. Before the generationof mento 
whom he addreſſed himſelf had paſſed away, 
Jeruſalem became deſolate, and the nation 
= was deſtroyed; and the hiſtory of that dread- 
ful calamity, as it is related by Joſephus, doth 
= remarkably agree with the prophetick account 
a given by 5 ſt concerning it, as It is very cir· 

1 cum- 


againſt the doctrines of Chriſtianity, and the 
contempt, ridicule, and inſolence with which 


power, but by the Spirit and favour and bleſ- 


2278] 


7 to 5 the e nation and ape. ? 
to receive the Chriſtian religion, they turned 5 
themſelves to the Gentiles, who in almoſt e. 
Very place, where the goſpel was preached to 

em, ſhewed a better diſpoſition, and mind 
more open to evidence and conviction; mul 
titudes of the Gentiles receiving the word with L 
gladneſs and all readineſs of mine. 
'H And notwithſtandingthetares thathavebeen 
Town, the ſtrifes and diviſions which have been 
excited and fomented, the declenſions and de- 

xeneracy of many Chriſtian profeſſors, the 
perſecutions with which the. avowed ene- 
Ties of the Chriſtian Church have frequent! 7 
Worried! it, and the antichriſtian ſpirit that for 
many ages hath ſhewn itſelf amongſt the grea- 
ter part of thoſe who have born the Chriſtian | 
name; notwithſtanding Chriſtianity hath been x 
often moved from one place to another, and 
in many nations entirely ſuppreſſed ; notwith-| 
ſtanding the objections that have been urged | 


the perſon and miracles of Jeſus have been 
treated; yet (till the religion of Chriſt conti- 
nues unto this day, in its external profeſſion, 
and internal e cacy: Not by might nor 


ſing of God, and its Nb native excellency 
and intrinſick worth, 3 


. FParacter and miſſion of the Son of God, and 
receive his religion in all the parts 
ranches of it, as a revelation ch 
om God. 5 

X. As Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, the great founs 
er of the Chriſtian religion, Ron Ell oe 
gence and ſubſtantial 8 of his own autho- 
ty and commiſſion from God; and that 
Fas a man approved of God, by wonders 8, 
ens, and miracles, which God ae by him; 
1 Ind as he was ſent to 9 anew inffitution 


3 7 ple, but for all nations and people of the 


fir being a CHRISTIAN. "nn 


| From theſe conſiderations, L am even for- 
+4 to acknowledge and reverence the diving 


Sx. 


f religion, not only or one nation and peo- 


rth: So the ſame books which ſhew this, 


Farther ſhew that he took care to propagate 
and confirm the religion he taught, by chu. 
ing the moſt proper means and inſtruments ta 
arry on and perfect it, and perſuade men to 
eccke it. 


And therefore, before he left the world 


*ZKHimſelf, and ended his own perſonal miniſtry, 
be choſe ſeveral perſons to be his apoſtles and 


eſſengers, who ſhould afterwards publiſh his 


3 WE ctigion to the world with ſufficient authority, 
| 7 and qualifications for ſo great a work as the de- 


ivering a new revelation and rule of religion 


to mankind. 

HE B d conſt 

Buy a near ee and conſtant con- 
1 eg witn him, they were proper a 
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4 t 
to be credible witneſſes of all his miracles, and 
in particular of his reſurrection, that great e- 
vidence that he was approved of God; and 
farther to acquaint the world what were tne 
truths he taught, and what were the rules of 
worſhip he appointed, having had ſuch op- | 
portunity to know them by his perſonal and 
JJJJJͤ; ... 
Io give the greater weight to what they 
ſhould teach the world as his religion, he gave 
them authority, by a ſolemn commiſſion, in 
virtue of that full power that was given him 
in heaven and earth, to teach all nations, and 
make them his diſciples, and to enter them as 
ſuch by baptiſm, in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, requiring them to ob- 
ſerve all things whatſoever he had command - 
ed them. And ſuch authority and commiſ- 
ſion from one already approved a teacher 
ſent from God, juſtly gave credit to what 
they ſhould teach in his name, or declare 
concerning bim, either as to what they had 
ſeen themſelves, or received in command 
from him to deliver unto others. 
But beſides this, their authority and quali- 
fications to publiſh this religion to all nations 
are evidenced by aan. other plain and con- 
or they had not only the 


vincing proofs. 
benefit of his perſonal inſtructions and dire- 
Ctions, all the time of their converſation with 
him, but he had promiſed to ſend to them the 


* i 


1 2 Vor being a CHRISTIAN. ar 
Spirit of truth after his removal from them, 
and that this Spirit, when he came, ſhould 
guide them into all truths, farther neceſſary to 
perfect his inſtitution of religion. This pro- 
miſe was again ſolemnly repeated after his re- 
ſurrection to his apoſtles, whom, beingaſſemb- 
led together with them, he commanded that 
WE they ſhould not depart from erufalem, but 
= wart for the promiſe * 8 5 father, which, /ays 
he, ye have heard of me; for John truly baptized 
ou with water, but ye ſhall be baptized with the 
= Holy Ghoſt, not many days hence; and ye ſhall re- 
ceive power,. after that the Holy Ghoſt is come 
upon you, and ye ſhall be 1 unto me, both 
in Jeruſalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermoſt parts of the earth. _ 
== This remarkable promiſe was ſoon after ac- 
=X compliſh'd; for whilſt they were together up- 
on the day of pentecoſt, there appeared unto _ 
them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it fat 
upon each of 3 and they were all filled 
vith the Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak 
with other tongues as the Spirit gave them 
WE utterance, tho before they had been utterlx 
WE unacquainted with them. Their minds were 
in an inſtant illuminated, and filled with a 
clear and diſtin&t knowledge of thoſe impor- 
tant truths, which to that time had been ab- 
WE {olutely, or in great meaſure unknown to 
= them. They had at the fame time convey'd 
chem a power of healing all manner of dif- | 
| BE oe, - 
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eaſes, of doing miracles, even of raiſing the 
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dead to life, of prophecy or predicting future 
events, and of conferring theſe extraordinary 
gifts and powers of the Holy Ghoſt upon o- 
thers; which was ſo commonly done, and fo 
well known, that Simon, who by his ſorce- 
ries had deceived many to account of him as 
the great power of God, offer d money to the 
apoſtles, that he like them might have the 


* 


power to give the Holy Ghoſt by laying on 


of hands. | 
Theſe gifts of the Spirit of God were ſuch 


in their nature, as no human power or wil- 


dom could confer, ſuch as none of the exor- 


ciſts or ſorcerers of thoſe times, with all their 
cunning and art, management and reputation 
amongſt the people, could counterfeit. They 


were ſo many and publick, as gave the moſt 
clear and undeniable evidence of the apoſtles 


miſſion from God and Chriſt, greatly animat- 


ed them in the work they were called to, and 


contributed much to their ſucceſs. This ef- 
fuſion of the Spirit was a publick affirmance 


of their private teſtimony concerning Chriſt, 
and added the weight of prophecy and mi- 
racles to the credibility of true and faithful 
witneſſes. e . 

But beſides all this, the manner of their in- 
ſtruction greatly recommended the teſtimony 
they gave, and the doctrines they taught. 


This was in all r eſpects ſuch as it became the - 


beſt 


, 2 5 3 KT 5 3 - . 8 
rt tt ee BN TH 2 n e 3 22 n 7 2 . 

r 97 . 33 3 GO 2 RS TS r n 12 D . - . 
. te es CI INS tes AN Ts ONO Ik RES JT EE SIE 1 
A 5 SH 2 on, RET N ö e N COR Wy "3 8 " 0: 1 IT ED e 2 

JJ). d r ID I, LT i ORs 

* — 8 6 i 4 K FR REA Ke « WES 9 7 ABS 4 © 2 A OT I SIE : TE 408 We ww 

* * * wa. A o 1 n 3 rr oo og METS Eo on OTC CCS * 1 


3 


n 


: \ 


for being 4 CHRISTIAN. 43 


TE beſt of men, and the wiſeſt of religions to 
W uſe. Never did men give greater inſtances of 
WE honeſty and ſincerity, and a firmer perſuaſion - 
of the truth of what they taught. Never did 

men appear more diſintereſted and faithful in 
XZ what they declared they had received from 
God. In all diſtant places, and on many 


different occaſions, there {till appeared an 


exact harmony of doctrine, and a conſtant 
union in promoting the ſame cauſe; fo that 
the ſame Spirit of Truth appeared to direct 


them all, as they had all received the ſame 
Spirit of Power. Their hearts and lives were 
under the conſtant direction and influence of 
the power and ſpirit of real religion.. As they 


had all received the fame miraculous gifts of 


the Holy Ghoſt, they were all animated with 
the ſame juſt and regular zeal. All ſhew'd 
the ſame firmneſs: of mind, tempered with 
the fame modeſty, meekneſs and humility. 


Their own religion gave them the nobleſt 


ſupports under the many and great ſufferings 
they endured ; and that no proof of their ſin- 


cerity and faithfulneſs might be wanting, they 


ſealed the truth of the doctrines they taught 


with their blood, and gave up their own lives 


to the hopes of that future happineſs, they 


propoſed in the name of their Maſter to others. 


And Laſtly, As truth and religion ſtand in 


no need of artifice and. violence, the apoſtles 
openly renounced all ſuch methods of pro- 


8 pagating 
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pagating the religion of Chriſt, directi 7 
to hold the myſtery of faith in a pure rs Fora = 
They impoſed on no man's judgment, they WW 
ba diſclaimed all dominion over their | 
faith and conſciences, they reaſoned with them 
out of the {criptures, and inſtead of forcing | 
their own interpretations upon them, com- 
mended them for ſearching the ſcriptures whe- 
ther the things were ſo. With all the autho- 
rity their commiſſion gave them, confirmed 
by many ſigns and wonders, they yet appealed 
to the judgments of men by fair arguments, 
and aimed at perſuading the conſcience by 
the conviction of reaſon, not to overbear it 
by the force of authority. 1 
It was indeed highly fit and neceſſary, that 
when they had approved the religion they | 
taught to mens conſciences, and their own 
authority and commiſſion by ſufficient evi- 
dence, they, as the miniſters and apoſtles of 
Chriſt, ſhould both command and exhort in 
his name, and publiſh the rules of his religion, 
as his commands of binding obligation and 
authority; for this reaſon, that he is the Law- 
giver of the Church. Thus the apoſtles acted. | 
When they had firſt proved the truth of their 
doctrine by fair reaſon and argument, and their 
own commiſſion by the demonſtration of the 
Spirit, and of power; that the faith of the 
church ſhould not ſtand on thewiſdom of men, 
but on the power of God, it was neceſſary 


that 


Er being e CHRISTIAN. ay 
Ws that they who were to publiſh-Chriſt's religi- 


7 : on, ſhould teach whatever he commanded 
MX them, and themſelves command and exhort 


1 obedience to them. 


Theſe were the bod the apoſties of | 1 


Chriſt uſed in teaching his religion, and it ac- 
cordingly met with ſucceſs beyond human ex- 
pectation. And tho the prevalence of an opi- 
nion is no ſure argument of truth, yet when 
= principles contrary to mens inclinations and E 
intereſts make their way only by evidence, 
and the force of reaſon and argument, againſt | 
all methods of long and violent oppoſition, it 
is a very ſtrong preſumption of their truth, 
and that ſuch ſucceſs muſt be owing to the 
power of God attending it. And to ſuppoſe 
that ſuch a religion as Chriſtianity ſhould pre- 
Vvoail as it did, and by ſuch means, without a 
miracle, would itſelf in reality be one of the 
= greateſt of miracles. 
X XI. From theſe arguments and evidences I 
cannot but be convinced that Jeſus was a per- 
ſon ſent from God, and that his apoſtles acted 
by his commiſſion and authority, and that 
therefore the whole Chriſtian Religion, as 
contained in the New Teſtament, 1 is a revela- 
tion from God. 

As to thedifficulties and objections that may 
be urged againſt its divine authority, I think 
they are far from carrying in them any evi- 
. or r proof. For as to thoſe which are of 


greateſt 


r — = * Gn 
— — — — —ů— — — 


2 
U— — G—— 


pleaſe myſelf with the hope, that in the courſe 
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greateſt weight, they do not aſſect the truth 


of the facts recorded, nor deſtroy at all the 
credibility of them. There have never been 
any objections offer'd that render it unlikely 
or improbable, that Jeſus Chriſt lived an holy 


life, taught excellent doctrines, did many great 


miracles, died on the croſs, roſe again from 


down his Spirit on his apoſtles. And there- 


foundation of certainty, I muſt neceſſarily be- 
lieve the divine authority of the Chriſtian re- 


velation, tho” the difficulties pretended were 
much greater than they are. 

Some of them may ariſe either from not 
knowing ſome particular circumſtances and 
cuſtoms referred to, from the ſhortneſs of the 
accounts which are delivered, or from fome | 
leſſer errors, that may have caſt ſome obſcurity 
on thoſe accounts, But from whence ſoever 
they ariſe, they cannot invalidate the proof 
which ariſes from real and well-atteſted facts, 
nor make me doubt of things that ſtand upon 


the ſtrongeſt foundation of evidence. 


I find indeed that many things, which have 


appeared for a long while to'wiſe and thought- 


ful men, as difficulties of great weight, have 
at length been fully cleared up, and ſet in a 


very plain and rational view; and I therefore 


of 


the dead, aſcended into heaven, and poured 1 


fore whilſt theſe facts, which ſupport the 
credit of Chriſtianity, ſtand upon this ſure 
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of Providence, thoſe things which ſtill remain 
dark and perplexed may be explained, and 

ſet in a juſt light, and made appear as eaſy 
and conſiſtent; as they are now obſcure and 
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= underſtand, or cannot explain. 
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Beſides, theſe difficulties which are pre- 


* | tended do not in the leaſt affect the main and 


ſubſtantial parts of Chriſtianity ; they do not 
caſt any obſcurity over the precepts, and pro- 


XZ miſes, and principles of the goſpel, and of 


conſequence: do not affect my duty or my 
happineſs. Notwithſtanding all the Objecti- 
ons that can be urged, I ſtill find that the di- 


reſctions to ſerve God, and obey Chriſt, and 
= ſecure my eternal ſalvation, are very obvious 
and plain; and therefore I am not under any 


pain or fear upon account of things I do not 


But what is of more importance, is, that 


the principal objections that are urged againſt 


= the divine authority of the Chriſtian religion, 
are fairly to be anſwered, ſo as to give fatis- 
faction to any impartial and unprejudiced 
mind. It hath been objected againſt the pro- 


phecies relating to Chriſt, that they are to be 


interpreted of him only in an allegorical and | 


myſtical ſenſe, and that they are in their nature 


obſcure, and do not ſo plainly point out the 
 Meſhah as might be expected and deſired. 
| Whereas the truth is, that tho there may be 
a difficulty in interpreting ſome of them, yet 


that 


= 


2 2 — 
— —— 
— — Gs AD 


3 "30 <2 l 4 - SP Fa” 
CLIO —— aa Tron nn © 


* — SET" 3 
— _— — ; 
ye » — 48 
9 r LIISESS 2e 
— 
TH ey an 


_— 


— ——_— 


7 ——— 2 
— le coats: 


x 
1 
1 
$ 
1 
7 
v 
5 
15 
+ 
. 
1 
3 
1 
3 
1 
3 
4 
* 
. 
| 
4 
. 
Vi 
f 
4 
' 
„ 
2 
'Þ 
5 
h 
# 
1 
, 
i} 
1 
. 
: 
t 
U 


—— * 


= — — — 
— — —— — 
TI: — T PU— 


2 —— — 
. 
3 Eos — —— 2 — 


— 
— PR 


2 — —— 8 — 
e l wy — — 
— — uh pd — 
N 
N — 


IS. 
as Nt 


—— or” 
: * 


plain and clear, — 1. evident ee ce to 
Chriſt, do agree to the circumſtances of no 
other perſon, are accompliſhed in him, and in 


him only. And if there are any prophecies, 


_— relating to other perſons and things, 


d to Chi, and the circumſtances of 


his appearance and kingdom, they are never 


cited as originally belonging to Chriſt, but oi 
by as applicable to him in their proper mean- 


ing, andthe times and events to which they 


are referred. 


When tis abjeſted A 


derful works that Fe/us did. Beſides, the end 


of his miracles was ſo great and good, as a 
wicked impoſtor and magician. can never be 
ſuppoſed to have in view; and till it can be 
ſhewn that the Chriſtian religion is a wicked 

religion, | muſt believe that the miracles re- 


— in the New Teſtament were wrought 


by an holy and good perſon, under the im- 


mediate influence of God. 


If it be objected that ſeine of the miracles 
recorded, are attended with ſome very abfurd 
and improbable circumſtances, I think this 
charge hath not, and cannot be 2 And 
from the late unſucceſsful —— 5 that have 


been 


; ind; the micgeles of 
Chriſt, that they were the effect of magick, 
this. appears to be abſolutely impoſſible; for 
1t was never yet heard of, that magicians 
could raiſe the dead, and do the other won- 
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been made this way, I have reaſon to believe, 


that the more the miracles of Chriſt and his 


WE apoſtles are conſider' d, they will appear more 


and more wonderful in themſelves, and more 
vorthy the interpoſition and aſſiſtance of God. 
If it be objected, that there is no ſufficient 
evidence or proof that theſe miracles were e- 


ver wrought, I apprehend this objection to 
be of little weight; becauſe as there is the ſame 
ground of certainty for theſe, as there is for 
any other ancient facts, which obtain univer- 
ſal belief, they deſerve to be equally credited; 
and, I think, nothing can be more unreaſon- 
able and unfair, than to allow the ſame ev- 
degnce to be ſufficient as to ſome facts, and to 
deny rhe ſufficiency of it as to others, which 
are equally poſſible in themſelves, conſiſtent 
wich all the perfections of God, and deſigned 
to anſwer the moſt valuable ends and purpo- - 


ſes amongſt men. 


If it be ſaid that miracles are in their nature 


W impoſſible, I think this can never be allowed 
but upon the ſuppoſition that all things are 
governed by, or rather ſubjected to an abſo- 
lute and unalterable fatality. Becauſe if the 
ſupreme and eternal Cauſe of all things be 

poſſeſſed of liberty and power, the miracles 
recorded in the ſacred writings are as poſſible 


to him as any other actions whatſoever, and 
according to my conception, much more ea- 


! ſity perform'd than the work of creation, : 


G 


which 


U 


„ Nl Reaſtns | 
which is a much higher exertion. of x 
and is, by all ſober deiſts, aſcribed to * 7 
and agency of God; and of conſequence I 
can never low the impoſſibility. of miracles, 
becauſe ſuch a notion appears to me deſtru- 
ive of the being and perfections of Gd. 
As to the doctrines of Chriſt, if it beurged 
that ſome of them are unintelligible and my- 
ſterious, I have this to ſatisfy, myſelf, that tis 
not much wonder if they ſhould be fo, = b 
cauſe many of them —_ to God, whom 
none by ſearching can find out to perfection, and 
that this is no more than may be objected a- 
gainſt many of the moſt certain truths of na- 
tural religion. For whoever will enter into 
the conſideration of the immenſity and eter- 
nity of God's attributes, which certainly be- 
long to him, will find himſelf loſt in the infi- 
nite and boundleſs Subject. As far as they 
are myſterious and incapable of being under- 
| ſtood, I am ſure that my acceptance with 
God doth not depend on. my underſtanding 
them; and as far as they are intelligible, they 
encreaſe my. adoration, reverence, and love 
of God, awaken and excite me to the care 
and practice of Godlineſs and virtue; and 


thus help me on in my Preparation for hea- 
ven and happinels. 


If it be objected, that any of the doctrines 
of Chriſtianity are irrational and abſurd, 1 
e this hath never been proved by 
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any of the enemies of the Chriſtian revela- 
tion. Many principles which they have en- 
WE deavotired to expoſe to ridicule, have not 
been the doctrines of the goſpel, but either 
their own miſtakes, or the corrupt additions 
of weak and deſigning men to the ſimplicity 
of the truth of Chriſt. Other doctrines that 
have been excepted againſt, have not been 
revealed in their full extent and compaſs, and 


| ” | therefore can never be proved abſurd by any 


= particular inferences drawn from them; be- 
= cauſe thofe very inferences may themſelves 
appear falſe and abfurd, when the doctrines 
are placed in their full light, and men are ren- 


dered capable of clearly diſcerning, and fully 

& underſtanding them. As to others whict 
have been excepted againſt, they have ſtood 
their ground both againſt ridicule and malice, 
and the objections that have been urged have 
= had no other effect, than to expoſe their own 


= weakneſs, and to render the principles of the 


= goſpel of Chriſt more evident and convincing. 
If it ſhould be objected, that the very poſ- 
ſibility of revelation itſelf may be queſtioned, 
J anſwer that this muſt be upon one or other 
of theſe ſuppoſitions ; either that God him- 
ſelf, who hath eſtabliſhed the order and courſe 
of nature, cannot vary from it, or elſe that 
tis not to be conceived how he ſhould diſco. 
ver himſelf to any perſon, ſo as that he ſhall 
= be ſure it is God and no other. e 


— 
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| " If the AS be aſſerte that. God himſelf 

cannot alter and vary from the courſe of na- 
ture, which he himſelf hath fixed, it will fol- 
low, that he was obliged by ſome external 
neceſſity to form all things as they are, or elſe 

by a ſitneſs of things abſolutely independent 
upon his own pleaſure and will. 

If the firſt be aſſerted, that God was obliged 
by ſome external neceſſity, or the, agency. of 
ſome being prior and ſuperior to himſelf; this 
is to aſſert eternity to be prior to itſelf, and in. 
finite wiſdom and power capable of being con- 
trouled by wiſdom and power more than infi- 
nite; which is abſurd, | 
If the latter be aſſerted, that God was ob- 

liged by a fitneſs of things independent upon 
bis own pleaſure and will, this will appear 
equally abſurd ; becauſe, if he was under no 
external neceſſity to conſtitute the preſent 
frame, and conſequently the preſent fitneſs 
of things, the actual conſtitution of the one 
and the other can be owing to no other Cauſe 
or reaſon, but what is in God himſelf, and 
which therefore cannot be independent upon 
God; which cauſe or reaſon can be no other 
than the will of God, directed by the dictates 
of his own wiſdom and goodneſs. And of con- 
ſequence the preſent frame of things, and the 
17 5 that reſults from it, is owing to the good 
pleaſure and free choice of God, directed by 
the Pertekionz of his own mind; which per- 


fections 


ſections do not deſtroy any natural power of 
Nane or not acting, but only direct to the 
vuviſeſt and beſt uſe of it. The very eſſence of 
Lade doth indeed conſiſt in wildom to direct, 
ne power to execute. 

Hence it follows, chat if the mans Sams 


* things be the reſult of the moſt perfect free- 
dom and choice in God, the fame free choice 
will and muſt take place, in every other cir- 
7 4 | pea — to which perfect wiſdom and 


= do direct. And therefore if it be a- 


6 i to the dictates of ſuch perfections in 


God, to vou chſafe an external revelation to 


; | | mankind, in the caſe of an univerſal ignorance - 


; and degeneracy, ſuch a revelation is as poſ- 


ſible as the original conſtitution of things, 


and may be accounted for upon the very 
0 ſame foundation of reaſon. 


But if it be ſaid, that it cannot be ed 


now God can ſo diſcover himſelf to any per- 
ſon, as that he ſhall be ſure it is God and no 
other; I anſwer, that ſuppoſing we are not 
able to deſcribe the method by which God 


makes himſelf known to men, it will by no 
means follow, that tis impoſſible for God to 


do ſo, unleſs our conceptions are the meaſure 


of all poſſibilities, If God be the univerſal 
Creator, he is ſurely the Creator of the ſouls 


of men, and hath implanted in them all their 


perceptive and reaſonable powers and facul- 
ties; and of conſequence being the former of 


ſpirits, 
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tures, orders, and powers 5 to ours; 1 


Their doe to each other; for this would be to 7 
| ſuppoſe ſpirits leſs happy than men: And if i 
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ſpirits, — capable of acting on them, 
which e proves the poſiiliy of re. 


Beſides, if, as the whole viſible creation 2. 5 
round us ſhews the poſſibility — wa 9 
bability of, there are — Huge ſp pirits 4 


_— they will not be thought to be inca. 
le of converſe, - and of communicatin 


created ſpirits can thus convey their minds to 
each other, ſo as that they ſhall be abſolutely 


fure who it is they converſe with, can it be 
magined that God the infinite Spirit ſhould 3 
not be able to convey his will to ſpirits, and 
reaſonable beings, ſo as that they ſhall be ſure 
that it is God who converſes with them? | 


Nothing is more certain than that God, 


who is an abſolute Spirit, acts on the materi- | 


al world; and yet we cannot tell the manner 7 
how God acts upon it: And it is very won- 


derful to conſider how one nature abſolutely 


diſtinct, and of quite different attributes and 
properties from another, ſhould thus conti- 


nually act upon and influence it. But that 
ſpiritual beings, between whoſe natures, as 
ſpiritual, there is a neceffary likeneſs and 
conformity, ſhould act upon each other, and 
be capable of converſing with and communi- 


. their ideas to each other, is a much 
more 


2 Fes a'C H R ISTEAN. 35 
3 hore eaſy and rational f ſuppoſition; and as 
4 9 * obable, as that body ſhould act upon body, 
1 F which the whole frame of the ARE 
2 4 Porid is an abſolute, conſtant proof. 
The account which revelation itſelf gives 
Fe the manner in which God — his 
1 3 Rind to men, is, either by an audible voice, 
attended with an appearance of viſible glory, 
| Sr r elſe by making certain very clear and ſtrong 
$1 lpreſons en their minds. As to the for- 
way, it is as reaſonable to think that the 
oice and preſence of God may be of ſo very 
= a nature, as to be as well known, 

and as certainly diſtinguiſh'd as the voice and 
= = 4 & countenance of a fri lend: And as to the lat- 
WT ter, it appears to me extremely probable, that 
= impreſſions made on the mind may be attend- 
ed with fuch peculiar circumſtances, which 
may as truly and certainly diſcover God, as 
a friend may be known by his reſemblance 
and image, or as tho we were mere ſpirits, 
and God was converſing with us as ſuch. 

1k it be allow'd that revelation is poſlible, 
it may be denied that it is neceſſary, becauſe 
the natural reaſon of mens minds is abundant- 
y ſufficient to demonſtrate to them whatever 
1 God requires of them. I very readily grant, 
that the reaſonable powers and faculties of 
men's minds are very capable of leading them 

into the knowledge of ſome of the moſt im- 
Pt truths that we are concerned to know, 


and 
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and duties we are obliged to perform; and 

that men are criminal in the fight of God, if 

they run into ignorance and vice, through a 

neglect to improve thoſe excellent faculties 

of reaſon which God hath given them. 

But then it ought to be conſider'd, that 

the powers of all men are not alike capable, 

and that tho' truths of importance when of- 

fer d to them may be diſcerned and approved 

by them, yet that the generality would ſcarce 

ever have been able, by a long courſe of ar- 

gument and inference, to have reaſoned them- 
ſelves into a clear knowledge of all thoſe prin- 
ciples, which are neceſſary to be known, ef. 
| fectually to ſupport the intereſt of true reli- 

gon, and the practice of virtue; eſpecially if 

j wee conſider them as wholly taken up with XZ 

 - the affairs of the preſent life, educated with | 
ſtrong prejudices in favour of ſuperſtition and 
* C.rror, and trained up from infancy in idola- 
trous practices, and criminal courſes. In ſuch 
9 circumſtances, what reaſon may be capable of 
0 doing, I know not: But that it hath not in fact 
led men to the knowledge of all the neceſſary 
principles and truths of religion, is evident 
from the hiſtory of almoſt all nations, who 
have been deſtitute of revelation: And there- 
fore to argue againſt the neceſſity of revela- 
tion, becauſe Lene men's own reaſon might 
1 have been ſufficient without it, when in reali- 
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Poſſibilities againſt experience and certainty. 


Jon againſt poſitive fact, and to reaſon from 


XX Reaſon, i. e. men's reaſonable powers are 


l a 
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N WI 
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Zion. But without ſuitable helps and means 
of information, I apprehend that no man can 
affirm they would lead him into the know- 
ledge of all the neceſſary principles of religion. 


4 unqueſtionably capable of great improve- 
ments, and of making very conſiderable diſ- 
coveries, with proper aſſiſtance and cultiva- 


Cicero, the greateſt genius of the age in which 
he lived, did not owe his ſuperior knowledge 
and wiſdom to himſelf only. He had the 


== writings of Rome and Greece to inſtruct and 


inform him. From theſe he underſtood the 


principles of the ſeveral ſects of philoſophers 


that were before him, the arguments with 


T7 which they confirm d their reſpective ſenti- 
ments, and the objections that were urged by 
ſome againſt the ſchemes and principles of o- 


thers. Upon this foundation it was eaſy. to 
reaſon, and in whatever reſpects his ſenti- 


ments were nobler than others, they were 


not properly the mere diſcoveries of his own 


WE mind, but inferences from, or the improve- 


ments of the diſcoveries and principles of o- 
thers. And I cannot help thinking, that if 
any men are now capable of forming to them- 
ſelves a complete ſcheme of rational religion 
and morals, they owe it to the diſcoveries of 


* 


the , tho ; ox aſſume the 
glory of it intirely to their r 

Beſides, tho — might paſibly Adbaver 
the duties of religion and virtue without hay 
e it Woo in Iron nature of t 


I 5 


3 


ads agreably to 


ings," without any 
deviation 1 it, cannot be finally miſer- 
able, but muſt be in ſome meafure happy in 
the divine approbation and acceptance. But 
of what degree and duration that happineſs 
ſhall be, depends wholly on the good pleaſure 
of God. rh itſelf is the voluntary gift of 
the ſ upreme cauſe, and of conſequence the 
=_ continuance of being muſt 1 on his will 
pubs firſt gave it. And tho perfect virtue will 
= - always be entitled to a proportionable reward 
from God, yet that ſuch a being, and the hap- 
pineſs conſequent upon his virtue, ſhall and 
mult be of an everlaſting continuance, can 
never be proved from the reaſon and nature | 
of things; and of conſequence the knowledge 
of it can be derived from nothing but the vo- 
luntary diſcoveries of God himſ elf. 
This I think is plain upon the ſuppoſition 
of a being perfectly virtuous. But if any rea- 
ſonable beings deviate from the law of their 
: Sync, and act contrary to that fitneſs of 
* | 


* 
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== things which reaſon aſſures them ouglit to be 


mae rule of their actions; in ſuch a caſe reaſon 
will be ſo far from giving any pbſitive affur- 
FX ances of a reward that it will rather lead men 
to the expectations and fears of puniſhment; 
= here being as natural a connection between 
vẽice and puniſnment, as there is between vir- 
tue anda reward. Whether God will pardon, 


and upon what conditions, whether repen- 
tance and a ſincere amendment for the future 
ſhall entitle to happineſs, and eſpecially the 
ſame happineſs as would have been the re- 
ward of perfect virtue, here reaſon can never 
determine. Andof conſequence, if the cer- 
= tain knowledge of theſe important articles be 
is any ſenſe neceſſary to encourage the repen- 
& tance and reformation of men, it is in the ſame 
ſenſe abſolutely neceſſary they ſhould have a 
revelation from God concerning them. 
If it be objected, that to ſuppoſe the great 
expediency. of revelation which is argued for, 
= will infer that this revelation muſt be univer- 
ſal, and extend equally to all ages, nations, 
and perſons, I think the anſwer is obvious and 
eaſy. Becauſe, if there be any real weight in 
this objeQion, it will prove that God is ob- 
liged to be equally kind to all mankind, in all 
ages and nations without exception. If he is 
not obliged to beſtow equal favours on all, he 


bs not obliged to beſtow equally on all, the 


particular favour of an external revelation; | 
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But if he is obli ged to be equally, and at all 
times favourable to all, then he is obliged to 
bee what in fact he ſcarce ever hath been, ſince 
the. foundation of the world. He is obliged 
to give all men the ſame natural capacities, 
the ſame advantages for the diſcovery of truth, 
and the ſame external bleſſings of his Provi- 
dence. But is not this contrary to the experi- 
ence of all ages, and a difficulty, if it be one, 
that affeQs the very being of a God, or atleaſt 
the wiſdom, goodneſs and equity of his Provi- 
dence? and which, therefore is no more an 
objection. againſt revelation, than it is a- 
gainſt the firſt principles of natural. reli igion 
A 
If ſome parts of the world enj oy the bene- 
fit of a divine revelation, it can be no injury 
to others who do not; becauſe as God hath 
not vouchſafed to them that favour, they ſtand 
upon the ſame foundation of the light of na- 
ture, as they would have done, had there 
been no extraordinary revelation at all. And 
as the enemies of revelation do themſelves al- 
low and plead for the abſolute ſufficiency of 
reaſon in all men, upon their own conceſhon 
ſuch as have no other guide but reaſon, can 
have no juſt occaſion for complaint, and by | 
neceſſary conſequence, no claim to the high- 
er benefit of a divine revelation: Becauſe 
tho God ſhould think proper to vouchſafe it 
to ſome, and not to others, it doth not __ 
e 
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1 4 the condition of ſuch who have it not, any 
== worſe'than it was before, by making any a- 


batement in the natural ſufficiency of their 


reaſon; but they are exactly in the fame ſtate, 
= and muſt be tried by the ſame law, as all the 


world would have been, had there been no 
other law but that of reaſon and nature. And 
therefore if thoſe, who have this ſufficient 
light of nature to direct them, cannot claim a 
divine revelation by any natural right, there 
can be no obligation upon God to grant it u- 
niverſally and alike. And if God can be un- 


= der no obligation to grant it univerſally and a- 


like, then it neceſſarily follows ; that as the 
granting it to ſome is no injury to others, no 


one being injured in not having what he hath 
no right of claim to, God may grant it at 


what ſeaſons, and to what, particular nations 


and perſons, the circumſtances of the world, 


and the ends of his government | ſhall from time 


S to time direct him. 


The goſpel-reyelation was certainly 1 
ed for the univerſal benefit of mankind, and 
accordingly the apoſtles and firſt preachers of 
Chriſtianity publiſhed it amongſt all nations, . 
where they went. But if the progreſs of it 


was hindered by violence and perſecution, if 


ſome thro' prejudice and vice refuſed to em- 


brace it; if others corrupted the ſimplicity and 
purity of it, till they had, in a great meaſure, 
or "wholly loſt It, and were left to embrace ſu- 


_ 
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perſtition and impoſture in the roots of it; 
and finally, if others, who have an op 
nity of ſpreading the knowledge of the goſpel, 
do for the ſake of worldly advantages refuſe 
to do it, the neceſſity of the goſpelrevelation's 
being univerſal may be allowed, without its 
being any reaſonable objection againſt it, that 
in fact it is not ſo. Becauſe this is not owing 


to any want of care or goodneſs in God, but 


to the negligence and vices of men themſelves, 
for which I apprehend that neither the Pro- 
vidence of God, nor the goſpek-revelation are 

or ought to be accountable © 


If it be faid, that ſuppoſing a revelation at 
tuallygiven,ſuch revelation can benothing but | 
a revival of the principles and duties of natu- | 
ral religion, becauſe men's. acceptancè with | 
God can depend on nothing but their acting 
agreeable to the law of their reaſon and nature; 
I anſwer, That if by the principles and duties 
of natural religion, be meant ſuch principles 
and duties, which when diſcover'd, appear 
_ reaſonable to the minds of men, it may be al- 
 low'd that revelation doth not, and cannot 
place the happineſs and acceptance of men 

with God, upon any thing that is not reaſon- 
able and fit for them to know and do, and of 
which they cannot in ſome meaſure diſcern 


the reaſonableneſs and fitneſs; for then one 


| certain mark of the truth of revelation would | 
be plainly wanting, which is its placing the 
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happineſs of men upon fach a foundation as 
appears reaſonable in itſelf, and therefore wor- 
122 becauſe I cannot believe that to 
be worthy of God, which by reaſon I cannot 
in ſome meafute plainly diſcern to be fo. 
But if by the principles and duties of nacu 
ra religion, mas Tack prineiples and du- 
ties which natural reaſon, without any divine 
revelation, will lead men to the certain knov- 
ledge of, then the affertion is evidently falſe, 
that revelation can contain nothing but the 

principles and duties of natural religion. Be- 
cauſe, as hath been obſerved one great end 
of revelation is to give men certainty: of ſuch 
important Principles as een reaſon 1 is ne- 
ver able to do. 
If we conſider men in beende of de- 
generacy, and as having acted contrary to the 
law of reaſon, a revelation merely to revive 
the law of nature, would evidently be inſuf- 
ficient for their peace and happineſs. For tho 
this would be a direction of their future con- 
duct, it would be no ſecurity to them againſt 
the puniſhment due to them for their paſt 
tranſgreſſions, which would prove the higheſt 
diſcouragement to their obedience for the time 
to come. And of conſequence a revelation 
from God, vouchſafed to mankind in ſuch cir- 
eumſtances, muſt contain more than the mere 
law of nature, viz. the method and conditions 
* God's extendin g his OTIS to his ſinful 
crea- 
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creatures, den which it would want one 
eſſential mark of its being from God, viz. its 
ſuitableneſs to the wants end neceſſities of 
mankinc. 
Beſides, if God hath given men A revelati- 
on of his will, attended with ſufficient evi- 
dence and proof, the belief of ſuch a revela- 
tion is a moral duty, and a neceſſary inſtance 
of reſpect and reverence due to God; it being 
as reaſonable and fit, that I ſhould attend to 
the voice and will of the Supreme Being in ex- 
ternal revelation, as that I ſhould ſubmit to 
the voice and will of God by reaſon or inter- 
nal revelation. : 
D pon this Foundation depends that com- 
mand of Feſus Chriſt : Ye believe in God, be- 
Tieve alſo in me. It is poſſible in hypotheſis 
that men may govern their paſſions, and act 
well in ſociety, who do not believe the Being 
of a God. But yet to believe that God is, and 
that he 1s a rewarder of thoſe who ſeek him, is a 
principle of natural religion; and, as I imagine, 
neceſſary to every man's happineſs i in the di- 
vine acceptance. And by conſequence, if it 
be the will of God that I ſhould believe in 
Chriſt, and if there be evidence to convince 
me of the reaſonableneſs of believing in him; 
it doth not ſeem more unreaſonable that God 
ſhould require me to believe in Chriſt, than 
1 it doth that he ſhould require me to believe in 
EE x himſelf, in order to wy receiving a reward of 
| * 
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for being a CHRISTIAN. 65 
grace and favour from him; becauſe if the ſuf- 
= Releney of evidence be a reaſon for God's re- 

gquiring belief in any caſe, it is a reaſon that will 
== hold good in err one without exception. 
_ Beſides, if the obſervance of the religion and 
law of nature be allowed to diſpoſe and pre- 
pare men for happineſs in the favour of God, 
and tho' revelation cannot ſet aſide the obli- 
oations of the one or other, but is princi- 
pally deſigned to recover men to the know- 
ledge of, and a conformity to the original fit- 
neſs of things ; yet I apprehend that revelati- 
on may enforce the practice of them by ſuch 


= conſiderations, and motives, and ſpecial pre- 


cepts, as have no certain foundation in natu- 
ral reaſon and light, i. e. which men's reaſon 
would never have led them to have thought 
of, without a divine direction and command. 
If the religion of nature be of God's con- 
ſtitution and appointment, and reſults from 

= thoſe relations which he himſelf hath been 
= pleaſed to order and fix, I apprehend that ſuch 
poſitive inſtitutions which have a direct ten- 
dency to eſtabliſh and promote men's regard 
to, and obſervance of it, may be ordain'd of 
God, and thereby become obligatory upon 
men. Becauſe if the law of nature itſelf neceſ- 
farily and univerſally obliges mankind, and 
= their happineſs depends on the obſervation of 
it; ſuch inſtitutions which render the obſer- 
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vation of it more eaſ y and practicable, howe- 
ver voluntary and poſitive in themſelves, are 


conſiſtent with all our notions of the divine 


perfections, and ought to be ſo far from being 
objections againſt the truth of any religion that 
_ contains them, that they are rather arguments 
in favour of it, as they are evident proofs of 
the wiſe and tender concern of God for the 
perfection and happineſs of his creatures. 


If then the peculiars of the Chriſtian reli- 1 


gion have all of them this tendency, as TI ap- 
Prehend they have, it follows, that God's re- 
uiring us to obſerve them is a reaſonable and 
t command, as it is a command reſulting 


from his unerring wiſdom, and his gracious re- 


[ay to our welfare and intereſt. And there- 
ore in this reſpect internal and external reve- 


lation, or the religion of nature and revelation 


may certainly differ, and the latter command 


what the former would never diſcover or 


lige to. 


If it be objected againſt the Chriſtian reve- 


lation, that it is not explicite and clear, but 
that thoſe whoſearch it fall into very different 
ſentiments and opinions as to ſeveral articles 
of importance, and that tis ſcarce to be ſup- 
poſed that God ſhould be the author of a reve- 
lation, which, when given, is incapable of be- 
ing underſtood ; [ have this that gives my mind 
ſatisfaction and eaſe : That if there are any in- 


timations of doctrines 1 in ſcripture, that ſincere 


FR 
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= perfons who do the will of God, and lay a- 
{ide all prejudice, and deſire to receive the 
truths of God as far as they can underſtand 
them, cannot, after all their endeavour and 
care, come to the certain knowledge of, the 
knowledge of fuch doctrines cannot be neceſ- 
= fary to their acceptance and ſal vation; be- 
cauſe Chriſt Jeſus exprefly declares, that if 
any man doth the will of his Father, he ſhall 
know of the doctrine whether it be of God or no. 
As to thoſe doctrines, upon the acknow- 
ledgment of which the New Teſtament writ- 
ings do expreſly make ſalvation to depend, I 
find, to my very great comfort, that they are 
very plain and intelligible in themſelyes ; ſuch 
as the exiſtence of one God, the reſurrection 
of Chriſt from the dead, and there being one 
= Mediator between God and man, thro' whom 
=X . God diſpenſes all bleſſings to his creatures. 
== Theſeand other truths of like importance are 
ſet in the cleareſt light, and if any have ob- 
ſcured and perplexed them by intricate di- 
ſtinctions, and philoſophical ſpeculations, the 
BW goſpel of Chriſt gives no ſanction to them, 
and the plain Chriſtian hath no concern and 
buſineſs with them. SI 
S If it be ſaid, that the Chriſtian religion 
== hath no better effect upon mankind than the 
light of nature had, and that therefore it can 
ſcarcely be imagined that God would be the 
author of ſo ineffectual an inſtitution ; I an- 
= 9 So os ſwer, 


88 P — ; 
ſwer, That I ſuppoſe it can never 5 made 
appear that mankind are now as univerſally 


in the ſame circumſtances of ignorance and 


vice, as they were before the revelation of 


the goſpel. 


The knowledge of one God, the un niverſal 


| Creator and Father, doth certainly more uni- 


verſally obtain than it did in the times of deep 
Paganiſm and idolatry ; the precepts of reli- 
gionand virtue are more generally underſtood, 
and the rewards and puniſhments of a future 


life more certain as to their evidence, and 


more extenſive as to the acknowledgment of 


And tho many who profeſs to believe 
theſe things act contrary to their own prin- 
ciples, yet there have been many in every 


age, and now are, who, under the influence 


of this faith, live ſoberly, ee and godly 


in the preſent world, - 


And as to thoſe who do not, tis not ow- 
ing to the inſufficiency of the principles and 
motives of Chriſtianity, but to the want of 
conſideration and a ſerious regard to them, 


and to thoſe powerful habits which they 
have contracted, and continue to ſtrengthen 


by a wilful and allowed indulgence. 
And therefore, if the goſpel be objected a- 


gainſt as inſufficient to reform men, and en- 


gage them to the love and practice of religion 
: anch virtue, it mull be becauſe 1 it doth not ne- 


ceſſitate 
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ceſſitate and compel them, and lay an irreſi- 


Whereas, if this were the caſe, it would be 


\ 8 : 


ſtible force on the mind to comply with it. 


an unanſwerable objection againſt it, becauſe 


this would deſtroy that freedom and choice 
of the mind, which is eſſentially neceſſary to 
give virtue itſelf its proper value, and render 
it capable of a reward from God. And of 


conſequence, if the Chriſtian religion con- 
tains every argument and motive, that is pro- 
per to be laid before and influence reaſonable 
and free creatures, its not always proving ef- 


fectual is no argument of its inſufficiency, nor 


the leaſt ſhadow of proof that it is not worthy 


=_ of and actually from Gd. 


And Lafth, If it be objected that it hath 
been the occaſion of ſuch confuſions, diſor- 


ders, miſchiefs and calamities in the world, as 


that it can never be imagined that God would 


be the author of an inſtitution that ſhould be 


attended with ſuch fatal conſequences ; I an- 


| ſwer, That genuine Chriſtianity hath never 


been the cauſe of any of the diſtractions and 


= miſeries that have afflicted mankind, ſince its 


entrance into the world; tho' that which hath 


been ſubſtituted in the room of Chriſtianity 
too often hath. Nothing is more viſible and 

plain, than that the Chriſtian religion is de- 
{igned to calm the paſſions, and cure the vices 
of mankind. And if its principles were hut 

_ duly attended to, and its precepts heartily 


ſub⸗ 
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ſubmitted to, Chriſtians would maintain the 
moſt excellent diſpoſitions, and lead the moſt 
inoffenſive and blameleſs lives; and this world 
would be, what I pleaſe myfelf the next 
world ſhall be, an habitation of righteouſneſs, 
peace and joy. The perfection of the Chri- 
tian law as to all its moral precepts, and im- 
portant motives, abundantly juſtifies the wif- 
dom and goodneſs of God in giving it; and 

he is no more anſwerable for men's corrupting 
and abuſing it, and refuſing to act agreeable 
to it, than he is for their abuſing the bleſſings 
of his common Providence. 

_ Upon full view therefore of theſe and o- 
ther objections, I think they are capable of a 
ſatisfactory anſwer; and as the evidence for 
the truth and certainty of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion ſtands in full force, I think myſelf bound 
do receive it as a revelation from God, and to 
regulate my faith, and hope, and practice by 
And that I might not be chargeable with 

_ partiality in my regards and attachment to 
Chriſtianity, I have not only carefully exa- 
mined the credentials it brings to prove its di- 
vine original, but I have alſo endeavoured ho- 
neſtly to compare it with other religions that 
are in the world, as far as I am capable of un- 
derſtanding and judging concerning them; 
and this Aa confirms me in the 4 2 

e e 
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of che Chriſtian religion, and encreaſes my 
= Papanifm carries in it innumerable marks 
of its impiety and falſhood. The number of 
= gods it hath introduced, the ſuperſtitions it 
countenances, the impure and barbarous rites 
it warrants and preſcribes, are demonſtrative 
© proofs it hath no foundation in the reaſon and 
nature of things, and cannot be the appoint- 
ment of, or agreeable to the will of God, the 
9 unchangeable purity, wiſdom and 
3 7 575; - e 
= As to Mahometaniſm, tho it pretends to 
the character of a revelation from God, yet 


it hath all the evident marks of a real impo- 


ſture. The character of its author appears 
too ſuſpected ever to ſupport the honour of 
his being a meſſenger from God. His dif- 
= claiming miracles to atteſt the truth of his miſ- 
ſion, is a plain acknowledgment of the weak- 
neſs and falſhood of his pretences, The few 
wonderful things related of him appear at firſt 
view to be fable and romance. His forbid- 
ding enquiries into the nature and principles 
of his religion, evidently ſhews he was con- 
ſcious to himſelf that it would not bear them. 
His propagating it by the ſword, is proof ſuf- 
ficient that he knew it would not prevail with 
the weapons of reaſon and argument. The 
= falſhoods it contains as to matters of fact, de- 
= monſtrate the ignorance or wickedneſs of its 
U th founder. 
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founder. The indulgencies it gives to the 
appetites and ſenſual deſires of mea, is a ſtrong 
argument of the badneſs of his own inclina- 
tions, and ſhews his reſolution to ſacrifice 
chaſtity and virtue to the more prevalent 
views of ambition and power. Many of his 
precepts are abſurd and ridiculous, and un- 
worthy the nature of true religion. And 
 Loſth, The motives and rewards ſet before 
men, and promiſed by him to encouragethem 
to embrace and continue in his religion, are 
ſuited only to ſuch whoſe minds are oppreſ- 
ſed with ſenſuality, and enſlaved to vice; no 
way worthy of the known perfections of God, 
nor any way ſuited to the rational ſpiritual 
nature of man. And of conſequence a reli- 
gion thus defective in its evidence, and falſe I 
in its very conſtitution and frame, can never | 
be the inſtitution of God, nor worthy of my 
n .. ĩðͤ 7a OK: 
A s to the Jewy/h religion, tho this appears 
to have many genuine marks of its being the 
appointment of God, yet I find that it could 
not in its nature be intended for the religion of 
the world, becauſe ſeveral of its precepts 
were ſuch, as that by far the greateſt part of 
the world could not- poſſibly comply with 
them. It was an inſtitution peculiar to one 
particular nation and country, and of conſe- 
quence as ſuch never did or could oblige the 
reſt of mankind. And as it was calculated 
: rn ed 8 for 


F he a | CHRISTI TAN. 4 73 
for one peculiar eople,. ſo it appears to have 
been conſtituted for a time only; the books 
YT themſelyes, which contain the accounts of it, 
W intimating that the ſcepter ſhould depart from 
= Hh ts that another prophet ſhould be raiſed up 

ike to Moſes, and "declaring that the days 
uld come when God would make a new rove- 
nant with the houſe of Ilrael, and with the houſe 
of Judah, not according to the covenant that he 
made with their fathers, when he . took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. 
Beſides this, there appear to be various pro- 
phecies relating to a more excellent and dur- 
able ſtate of things, to commence under the 
government and reign of a particular perſon, 
foretold in different ages, deſcribed by various 
= perſons, as to the time of his coming, the 
9 gs of his birth, the nature of his works, 
his ſufferings and death, his reſurrection and 
kingdom, and other remarkable events that 
attended him. And as theſe predictions and 
circumſtances do all center in you Chriſt, 1 
plainly diſcern that Judaiſin is fo far from de- 
manding my ſubmiffion to it, that it directs 
me to JESUS CHRIST, and is accom- 
pliſhed and perfected: in him. 
Db pon all theſe accounts, I declare myſelf 
to be a Chriſtian; and am conſcious that 1 
have not taken up the profeſſion of Chriſtia- 


nity by chance, or in compliance with the 
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